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Leveraging  the PABRA platform 
in Africa  
Perspectives from the Tropical 
Forages Program 
A quote from the PABRA external review 
“PABRA represents a model for how a continent-
wide crop network can function for the benefit 
of smallholder farmers” 
 
We’re looking at PABRA for 
 INSPIRATION & ADVICE 
 
 FRESA?! 
(Forage Research in Eastern and 
Southern Africa) 
Another quote from the review 
“However, the model represented by PABRA 
derives from a long evolution and could not be 
duplicated rapidly for another crop or situation” 
Some obvious differences: 
 
Forages are not eaten by people, i.e. 
we need crop as well as livestock 
expertise (& an even wider network) 
 
~ LivestockPLUS: need for substantial 
focus on environmental  issues 
 
Still… 
Networking and resource mobilisation have started: 
 
 
 
 
 
- South-South collaboration with EMBRAPA 
(MKTPlace project and DFATD proposal) 
 
- “Forages for Africa” concept note and first 
collaboration with Aberysthwyth 
Two questions 
 
• If PABRA indeed expands from beans to LEGUMES, 
how do we ensure synergies? 
 
• Livestock is very important in the ASAL, is this CIAT’s 
mandate? 
 
